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SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 



THE RESIGNATION OF REV. W, FREAR 



PASTOR OF THE FORT STREET CHURCH, OF HONOLULU. 



The Rev. \V. Frear, who had been the beloved Pastor of the 
Fort Street Church since December 25th, 1870, culled a meeting of 
the Deacons and Standing Committee of the Church on the 23rd 
of March, 1881, and read to them the following letter of resig- 
nation: 

"Honolulu, March 23rd, 1881. 
"To the Fort Street Church and, Congregation— 

"My Dear Brethren: It is with painful reluctance that I am 
constrained to ask you to accept my resignation as your pastor. 
For more than ten years I have come in and gone out before you, 
seeking to minister to your spiritual welfare and in all ways having 
it at heart to fulfill as best I could the sacred duties to which you 
called me. With many regrets I now feel compelled to ask you to join 
with me in sundering the pleasant and endearing ties that have bound 

e to you. 1 am constrained" to this by the necessity of a change or 
relief from the strain and pressure of work in this tropical climate. 
But for your thoughtful consideration and special kindness to me three- 
years ago, I would doubtless have entirely broken down in health at 
that time. I am again having such admonitions in this respect that I 
do not regard it as wise for myself or best for the church that I should 
further run into what seems to me to be a certainty of breaking down, 
without some change or a longer respite from work than I am willing 
ask for or to accept, considering the interests of the phurch. 

" I am grateful that God has permitted me to remain with yon so 
long, and to have so much of a part in the general Interests of His 
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kingdom on these Islands, which I have learned to love, t recall with 
grateful affection your many expressions of regard and your many 
special kindnesses to me. I can but think with joy of the heavenly 
places In Christ Jesus, in which we have been permitted to Bit together, 
and of the fact that God has not left us without the witness of his 
presence and spirit. 

" I can truly say that my work with you here has grown In interest 
to me, and that the ties that bind me to you have strengthened from 
year to year. Each succeeding year has been to me a more hopeful 
and larger year than the preceding ; and at no time in my ministry 
has there seemed to be more pressing work to be doneor more ripening 
grain awaiting the sickle. I am glad to say also that these ten and 
more years leave no sting in my heart, and that they have been 
un marred In our relations with variances or dissensions. I can never 
expect to find better friends or to find myself more deeply interested 
in the Master's work any where else than I have on these Islands. 

"But it is neither just nor right to myself or to you that I should 
continue beyond the time when I can give the service of full strength 
that is needed in this position. I therefore ask you to accept my resig- 
nation, and my wish is that it take effect at theend of June. It would 
have been very greatly my own preference to defer this communica- 
tion until nearer that lime, but your remoteness from the sources of 
supply make it just and right that I lay my request before^ you, at 
least so long as this beforehand. 

" I need not say that your generous and affecting remembrance of 
me and my family only three months ago makes it the harder for me 
to leave you, and you may be assured that It Is only the recognized 
necessities of the case that impel me to this step. ' 

" I shall ask you to unite with me In calling a council for the disso- 
lution of our relation sometime in the month of June. 

"Thanking you for all the regard and love you have shown me, and 
thanking you as well for your forbearance, appreciating all your kind- 
nesses, and wishing you all future blessing and prosperity from the 
Lord, I am obediently and affectionately yours, 

"Waltbe Fbeae." 

This matter then became the subject of earnest conversation 
between the Pastor and the Committee. Mr. Frear entered into 
fuller explanations with the Committee as to the severe strain 
upon his system which the pastorate of the Church was bringing 
upon him. The Committee made many suggestions as to relieving 
him of a portion of his work, and proposed that the church give 
him a longer vacation than usual this summer In the hope that 
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tiiis would restore him to fall vigor — but Mr. Frear was of the 
opinion that regard for the best interests of the Church rendered 
it wise for him to retire from the pastorate before any declension 
from full activity in Its duties should take place. 

The above letter of resignation was read to the Church and 
congregation at the close of the morning service on Sunday, the 
27th of March, by the Senior Deacon, Mr. E. O. Hall, who called 
a meeting of the Church Society to consider the same, for Wed- 
nesday evening, March 30th. At this meeting the resignation 
was" accepted, and a Committee appointed to draft a reply to the 
same. This letter was adopted at a meeting of the Church held 
April 6th and directed to be sent to the pastor. It is as follows : 

" Rev. Walter Freak— Reverend and Dear Sir : The Fort Street 
Church and congregation, to whom you have ministered for the past 
ten years, have delegated to the undersigned Committee the duty of 
replying to your letter of resignation. The announcement, which 
was made to us two Sabbaths ago at the close of public worship, was 
a surprise to the majority 'of the worshippers In the Fort Street 
Church, for they had no grounds to suspect the existence of the 
reasons which have Impelled you to withdraw from the pastoral 
relation over them. 

" Your uniform occupancy of the pulpit on the Sabbath and of the 
desk at the weekly prayer meeting, your constant attention to the 
multifarious duties incident to the sacred office you bold, and the 
active part you have taken in all the departments of religious work 
on all these Islands, had disarmed us with reference to the condition 
of your health. 

"We say in extenuation of ourselves that if attention had been 
called to the fact that you were undertaking more work than it was 
reasonable to expect that you could safely accomplish, we would have 
endeavored to lighten your labors, if possible, or to take an increased 
share of them upon ourselves. But you have conscientiously said 
that to insure the complete restoration of your health would neces- 
sitate ' a longer respite from work than you are trilling to ask for or 
to accept,' and though some plans for relieving you of some of the 
pressure upon you have been suggested, none have seemed to be 
immediately practicable. 

"We are now made painfully aware of the severe strain of mind 
and body which the work of the pastorate of this church and congre- 
gation has caused you to undergo, and, inasmuch as the candor of 
your statements and the sincerity of your character induce us to 
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believe that your determination to resign is unalterable, we are con- 
strained most regretfully to accept it. 

" Your ministry over us has been successful. We feel that words 
cannot adequately express our gratitude to you for the anxiety and 
fervor of spirit with which you have watched over us— for the 
unwearying labor you have expended in preparing for us instruction 
from God's Holy Word— for the fervent prayers offered in public and 
private on our behalf — and for the warm love and sympathy which 
have pervaded your ministrations of the more tender and sacred 
offices of, the church. • 

" We are grateful for the ten years and over of your spiritual leader- 
ship. They have been years of harmony and peace. No 'root'of 
bitterness' has been allowed to spring up, and the church membership 
has been greatly extended, not only by accessions by letter, but you 
have had the joy and comfort of leading many to come out from the 
world and confess Christ before men. 

" We heartily agree with you that eacli succeeding year of your 
pastorate has been more hopeful than the preceding, and we sincerely 
regret that you are compelled to withdraw from us now, when the 
responsibility of this church as regards Christian work on these 
Islands is gi-eater than ever before. 

"This church has voted to comply with your request and will join 
with you in calling a Council to dissolve the relation between us, 
although the sundering of this tie will be a mutual sorrow. 

" Wherever the providence of God may lead you, you will carry 
with you the gratitude, good wishes and prayers of your people, and 
we feel assured that they will have always your prayers for' the 
spiritual health and prosperity of this church in the future. 
" We remain, sincerely and affectionately, 
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" Honolulu, April Oth, 1881. 



" A. Francis Judd, 
"J. M. Whitney, 

" O. S. ClIMSIINQS, 

"Committee." 



Mr. Frear continued his ministrations to the Church without 
interruption, and at a church meeting held on the loth of June a 
Mutual Council was voted to be called by the Pastor of the Church 
to consider the subject of his resignation. 

This Council met on the 28th of June, the minutes of which are 
as follows : 
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PROCEEDINGS OF ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL. 

Pursuant to letters missive issued by the Fort Street Church of 
Honolulu, and their Pastor, Rev. Walter Frear, a Mutual Council 
was convened In the lecture room of said church on Tuesday evening, 
June 28th, 1881, at 7.30 o'clock. 

A eppy of the letter missive having been read as the warrant for the 
assembling of the Council, the members present were found to be: 

From the Bethel Church— Rev. g. C. Damon, D.D., Pastor; Mr. T. 
A. Thrum, Delegate. 

From the Kawaf&hao Church— Rev. H. H. Parker, Pastor; Mr. D. 
Keaweamahl, Delegate. 

From the Kaumakapili Church- Rev. ^a. Kuaea, Pastor. No 
Delegate, 



The meeting of Council was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

Mr. E. O. Hall, Clerk of the Church, read from the minutes of the 
church the action taken by them in regard to the resignation of their 
Pastor. 

The Scribe then read the letter of resignation of the Pastor, Rev. 
W. Frear, and also the response of the Committee appointed by the 
church In, their acceptance of the same. 

On motion, the Council recognized the proceedings of both parties 
as regular, and approved the same. 

Rev. C. M. Hyde, D.D., Rev. A. O. Forbes and Rev. S. E. Bishop 
were then chosen a Committee to draw up a paper expressing the 
result of the Council. 

The result, after having been prepared, was read before the Council 
by the Chairman of the Committee, and on motion of Rev, H. H. 
Parker, was unanimously adopted as follows : 

RESULT OF COUSCIL. 

" The Council having had before them the letter of resignation of 
Rev. W. Frear, and the record of the action of the church consequent 
upon this, do hereby express their opinion that both Pastor and 
people In taking this action have been mindful of the sacred character 
of the relation that has been so long maintained, and terminated at 
last only through positive convictions of duty; and have acted in all 
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" We do, therefore, in pursuance of the request made in convening 
the Council, hereby declare the pastoral relation between Rev. Waiter 
Frear and the Fort Street Church duly and orderly terminated, to 
take effect June 30th, 1881. 

" In coming to this result, we desire to express our sympathy with 
the church, called to such a trial of their faith and patience as is 
involved In this termination of a pastorate under which they have 
been so signally blessed and prospered: and we invoke for them the 
blessing of the Great Head of the Church in soon bringing to them 
another Pastor to take up the work now laid down. 

" We also desire to express our sympathy with our brother Frear, 
whose full strength we trust may soon be restored by a change of 
climate. 

" We commend him to the churches wherever, as we hope, the' 
Master has a work for him still to do, as a wise and judicious Pastor, 
a faithful and discriminating preacher, a leader and guide to Christ's 
people in all holy things, and a blessing to any community in which 
he may reside. 

[Signed,] " C. M. Hyde, 

" S. E. Bishop, . 
"A. O. Forbes." 

The Council then adjourned sine die, with prayer by Rev. H, 
Bingham. 

A true copy : A. O. Forbes, Clerk of Council. 
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FAREWELL DISCOURSE 

F.ORT STREET CHURCH, 
BY REV. W. FREAR, 

DELIVERED JUNE 26th, 1881. 



" And now, brethren,- 1 commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which la able to build you up, and to give you an inher- 
itance among all them which are sanctified." — Acts sx. 32. 

Deaii Brethren: This is the closing Sabbath service of my 
pastorate of ten and a half years with you. There must be a last 
time to all things on earth. I have preached you no sermon, 
made you no address, performed for you no ministry that has 
seemed to me more difficult than this. A flood of memories 
comes to my mind; a flood of emotions fills my heart. The word 
farewell is seldom an easy one to utter. To one who has sus- 
tained a real pastoral relation for so long a time, and who feels 
that none of the strands of the strong cord that binds him to his 
people have become worn or Weakened by any friction or decay, 
it becomes painful for him to speak the word that suddenly 
sunders that cord. 

The words with which I have fntrodueed what I have to say to- 
night are the farewell benediction of Paul to the church in 
Ephesus. I have chosen them because I find myself in sympathy 
with the occasion that called them forth, and because it is in my 
heart to commend you to the same "grace which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified." 

It was his final leave-taking of that church. He had come and 
gone before, but now they expected to see his face no more. He 
was bound to them by all those ties that ever bind pastor and 
people together. He seems to have stood more nearly in the 
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pastoral relation to that church at Ephesus than to any other. 
With no other had he lived and labored so long, or spent so much 
of a real ministry. Into no other had his heart and life grown so 
much. For three years he had been with them, bearing them, as 
he tells us, night nnd day on his heart. This whole farewell 
address of his, so full of personal interest in them,* and of the 
memory of his labors among them, and of his solicitude for them, 
and in which he alludes to his varied experiences, to his bold 
fidelity in not shunning to declare to them all the counsel of God, 
to his disinterested and unselfish motives, and to his intimate 
acquaintance with their spiritual state individually, shows that he 
had acted the pastor there more than the missionary. His epistle 
to that church leaves on us the same impression. No other 
epistle of his is so full of the inner life of the church, and of Its 
Christian oneness and fellowship. In no other does he dwell so 
much on the mystery of Christ's love to the church, and on its 
being united together in him, its head, by ties dearer than any of 
earth, 

Paul's parting with the Ephesian church was thus something 
more than a parting from friends. He felt the tender and deep 
sacredness of the relation that ever subsists between the true 
pastor and his people. That relation is something very different 
from a mere business engagement. It involves far more than can 
be included in any stipulated services. True, it has its grave 
responsibilities and burdens, but it lias also its deep attachments, 
and Its special joys and rewards. To sunder that relation is more 
like breaking a family tie than changing a business connection. 
No minister of Christ can be a true pastor to his people for a series 
of years without having his soul grow unto theirs. His soul has 
gone out unto them and they have lived in his inmost life. He 
has hail toward them very much the same solicitude and yearning 
that a parent does for a child. Their walk and conversation have 
been daily in his thought. He has carried them on his heart. 
He has been burdened for their .spiritual welfare. He lias been 
gladdened by their religious growth. He has valued with a great 
value their influence in the earnest work, without success in 
which his life is a special failure. He has shared in their afflic- 
tions and sorrows. He has rejoiced over the new birth of those 
who have come into the kingdom. He has felt the pulsations of 
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their new spiritual life. He has stood at the altar when their 
babes have been publicly consecrated to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. He has prayed in secret for them and felt a daily weight 
of responsibility in regard to them. He has led them week after 
week in public worship, and sought to lift their careworn spirits 
into devotional frame. To go out from such Teligious home-life, 
and leadership, is like going out into a strange and unknown 
world. 

In this sacred relation, brethren, I can truly say that I feel, I 
have stood to you. These years of pastoral toil for you, and 
experience with you, have made me a part of you. I have not 
merely been among you, but in a true sense have lived in you. 
The most of my care has been for you. What strength I have had 
has gone for your good. My happiness has been largely in your 
welfare and in your regard. Your sorrows I have borne as if they 
were my own. I have had little outward life disconnected from 
your better interests, and the advancement of the common king- 
dom of our Lord. I have felt at home with you in the pastoral 
relation; nor have you ever made me feel that my voice to you 
was the voice of a stranger that you would not hear. It has quite 
touched iriy heart, as more than one has said to me, in substance, 
" your leaving us may not matter so much to the young, but we 
who are old and near the end want the pastor who has known us, 
and not a stranger in our last hours." Both personally and as a 
genera! principle I deprecate pastoral changes. They break ties 
that are not easily re-formed. They make a bereavement in the 
family of faith. They disturb the continuity of Christian work. 
They interrupt plans for usefulness, and are apt to unsettle the 
interest of some, and perhaps to lead to a degree of discourage- 
ment or relaxed effort on the part of the faithful. Against such 
evils you should all be on your guard. One is your Master even 
Christ. The work is His, not man's. Nor are such changes better 
for the pastor. He can not carry to another field the personal 
influence that he has acquired. He must begin work elsewhere as 
a new man, without that character and confidence among the 
people which only years of life and experience with them can give 
him. He has to Win his way to a place in the attachments and 
love of those who know himmot, and for some time at least he 
must feel that his voice is that of a stranger to them. 
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It is pleasant, brethren, in this closing hour to feel that there 
has been no loosening: of ties between us. There has been no wish 
for a change on my part, and none on yours so far as I know. 
There is no force of repulsion here, or of attraction elsewhere that 
is helping to drive or draw me away. No variance or difficulty 
has arisen in the church, and intruded Its unwelcome shape dur- 
ing all these years. There is not one of you whose face I would 
avoid. Many of you have become personally dear to US. Many 
of you we have felt were friends indeed, to meet whom from day 
to day has been a gladness. If this life were not a pilgrimage, if 
we were not, all of us, but tarrying here for a little time, passing 
on to that which is permanent, such breaks in life would be more 
crushing than they are. 

In leaving you I am also spared the unpleasantness of feeling 
that my usefulness among you had come to an end, or that there 
wan nothing more that I could do in the interests of Christ's king- 
dom. At no time in my ministry with you has there seemed to 
be more work to be done with a good hope of success in doing it. 
At no time has the church been growing more steadily and whole- 
somely, or had a better prospect of growth. I am permitted to 
feel that I am stepping out from the midst of a developing work 
in this church and community ; and this pleasant satisfaction I am 
thankful for, that the last months have not' been the least fruitful 
of my ministry with you. It Is a comfort and joy that some in 
whom I have been deeply interested have lately taken their place 
among the followers of Christ ; while my deepest regret is, that 
others whom I have earnestly hoped to welcome to the church still 
remain without. But on the whole, I can gratefully say that it Is 
in no bitter disappointment that I am leaving you. My ministry 
with you has not been a heavy-hearted one. It certainly would 
be ungrateful not to say that God has blessed us, both as pastor 
and people. In the conversion of souls to Christ; and in the 
growth of a true spirituality in the church, which growth, as I 
look back through the years, seems to me to have been consider- 
able, I feel that there is much more to rejoice in, than to lament 
over. There has been enough gravitating toward worldly minded- 
ness, and an unspiritual state, to give constant burden, but there 
have also been precious satisfactions. Christ has given us not a 
little of his own meat and drink to eat of, that others have not 
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known of. A minister's highest satisfaction must ever be In his 
spiritual work and in the growing love of Christ in his people. 
Nothing else can keep him, if he realizes his position from being 
heavy-hearted. 

As It was with no thought of pecuniary gain that I came to you, . 
so I have not sought to make any out of you. With Paul in this 
passage of our text I can honestly say " I have coveted no man's 
silver or gold." If in the first years of my residence with you I 
had to wonder a little over the unavailing economy that would not 
make ends meet, in the final results you have not permitted me to 
suffer loss. Since I entered the ministry I have ever acted on 
three principles : 1. To live as nearly as I could, as the people 
wished and enabled me to live ; 2. Never to make demands for 
salary ; 3. Never to go in debt. Acting on these principles I do 
not think that I have ever been the loser. I have not by you. 
Increasingly kind and generous you have been to me to the last. 
I have been far from feeling that I have ever deserved at your 
hands more than I have received. Your special kindnesses to me 
have been many and large, and kindle my warm gratitude. 

But what is more to me, you have not permitted me to feel that 
my work was unappreciated. As I look back on the years, it 
almost seems as if the Sabbath sermons from whieh I have not 
heard, in some way, have been the exceptions. However 
unworthy they may have appeared to myself, in regard to very 
many of them some expression of good or comfort received, some 
word of encouragement, some cheering utterance from some one, 
has come to me. Could I gather up to-night into my heart all 
that you have so kindly given me in this respect, it would ever 
weight me with your kindly considerateness and desire to give 
encouragement. I have almost thought sometimes that when I 
was most discouraged over the message I had to utter, the more 
encouragement was sure to come to me from one or another. Of 
discourses that I have preached on special occasions or on subjects 
special to the times, you have asked for the publication of thirteen. 
Of these, four nave been on Thanksgiving occasions — all that I 
have preached on those occasions; two have been on Missions ; 
two on Temperance ; two have been Memorial discourses ; one 
was on the Sacredness of Civil Government ; one on Impressions, 
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Home and Abroad ; and one on "Women and her Influence. Two 
of these have been translated and published in Hawaiian. 

While I have never aimed at personalities and have never 
sought to hit or spear or knock ooer any one individually from the 
security of this desk, yet you have ever permitted me not to fear 
' to declare unto you all the counsel of God. I have felt free to 
speak on any theme, and according to iny own honest convictions. 
I have tried to shun no message or duty, and am grateful for your 
forbearance in any weakness that may have been mine at any 
time. You have never troubled or annoyed me with your criti- 
cism, and so far from having any fault to find myself, I feel that 
you have enriched me spiritually during these years. Your 
prayers and words have been for my strengthening, and your 
fellowship has been for my enlargement. Even your experiences 
in sorrow have been for my chastening. 

And I can honestly say also that in all that has pertained to the 
building up of Christ's kingdom on these Islands, and to the 
welfare of this nation, I could not well have felt a deeper interest 
had this been my native land. In nothing, I may say, has the 
feeling of the foreigner been mine. The Islands have been my 
home; and their prosperity in all that is good will ever have a 
welcome place in my wishes and ray efforts. If I have given any 
care and time, which I have not a little, to missionary and educa- 
tional interests, I have been more than repaid in the consciousness 
of sharing with others in important and wide-reaching influences 
in the master's work. These missionary and educational interests, 
of which this church is so large a part, will ever be precious to 
me. The Islands to me have never seemed to be out of the 
world. Life here, to one who has the heart to make it so, is as 
important as it is anywhere; and to any one who wants to make it 
so, it is as worth living here as anywhere else. I have not in all 
my heart a single disparagement to utter as I go hence. This 
Kingdom may have its limitations and its imperfections and its 
perils. It has its perplexing problems to solve, and all things 
here are not as we would like to see them. But it has been 
wonderfully favored and blessed; and any country that binds its 
residents to itself with such strong attachments as this does, is a 
good country to live in. It not only has not gone to the bad, but 
it has in it the elements of success. Why should not these 
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Islands forever be Christ's own heritage, the home of many happy 
homes. The good and evil are everywhere. The good here, 
with faith and courage, may well hope to be stronger than the 
evil. It is good things rather than great things that should now 
be the earnest aim of every lover of Hawaii nei. 

The past ten years have been eventful in the history of this 
Kingdom. There have been three Kings on the throne. 
There have been exciting political agitations. There have been , 
notable changes in the Ministry. There have been marked 
changes in commercial interests. There have been periods of 
business depression. The destruction of the whaling fleet marked 
an era in the trade of this port. Then the securing of the 
Reciprocity Treaty was an event that has brought to the over- 
shadowing supremacy another and different interest. It has had 
an effect that we cannot yet estimate — a most powerful and 
increasing effect not only on exports and imports, on trade and 
enterprise, but on population and government and morals. It has 
changed the entire drift of things on these Islands — a drift the 
force and reach of which has only begun to be realized, and that 
cannot yet be computed. May wise heads and hands direct its 
course aright. 

In this city the changes have been marked. An era has opened 
in the putting up of costly and substantial buildings. Should all 
the fine structures and pleasant residences erected in the past ten 
years be taken away, Honolulu would look shriveled and rusty 
indeed. 

Another marked, though gradual, change has been that during 
these years nearly a score of the missionary fathers and mothers, 
worthies indeed, have passed to their home above. These Islands 
will seem increasingly different without them. 

As one of the most hopeful and encouraging features of this 
decade, I may mention the establishing of English-speaking con- 
gregations on the various islands, and the coming of so many 
fresh ministerial workers in this changing and newly-developing 
field. 

But I must speak more particularly of our own church. It has 
not been indifferent to its surroundings, nor lagged behind in the 
inarch of events. It has had a hand in affairs; and I trust its 
general influence has been not less salutary than central. It has 
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felt the changes of the times as well as helped mould them, 
has lost by death pillar after pillar of its strength, and yet its 
strength abides greater than ever. It has been bereaved of many 
very dear ones, whom it was hard to part with, and whose place 
it seemed impossible to make good, and yet there has been growth 
in numbers and I trust in Christian graces and usefulness. The 
deaths in our membership have been twenty-two. Their names 
will tell you how great has been our loss. In 1871 Deacon Amos 
S. Cooke, J. H. Smith; in 1872 Mrs. Laura F. Judd; in 1873 Dr. 
G. P. Judd; in 1874 Marcus Benfleld, Maria Ogden; in 1875 Miss 
Alathea M. Chamberlain; in 1876 Mrs. 8. L. Hall, Mrs. Betsy 
Judd, Mr. C. H. Lewers, Mrs. Lucy G. Thurston; in 1877 Captain 
A. P*. Powers, Miss Harriet Ellis, Mrs. H. A. Peirce; in 1878 
William Weight; in 1879 Mrs. Mary A. Andrews, Mrs. B. M. 
Johnstone, Mr. J. P. Cooke ; in 1880 Mrs. Maria P. Chamberlain, 
Clarence W. Cooke, Mrs. Rosina 8. Andrews, Miss Harriet B. 
Judd. We can think of them all as those whose garments have 
been made white in the blood of the Lamb. 
During my pastorate there have been added to the church: 

By Genftttlo*. By Letter. Total. 

In 1871 2-8 10 

1872 $1 5 36 

1S73 2 2 4 

1874 11 2 18 

1876 6 3 9 

187B 12 8 20 

1877 8 10 18 

1878 8 14- 22 

1879 6 18 " 24 



Total Ill 92 203 

Tills is twice as many as were received during the previous ten 
years. The removals have been 68 by letter, 22 by death, and 
two by excision, a total of 92 removals, which, taken from the 
203 additions, leave a net gain of 101, and a present membership 
of 264. This perhaps is rather a better gain than the figures even 
would indicate, for quite a number of the dismissions by letter 
was given to those who have united in the new church organiza- 
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tions on the other Islands, and do not imply a removal of mem- 
bers residing In Honolulu. It may properly be said also that a 
very considerable number of persons have entered upon the 
Christian life in connection with our meetings who have united 
elsewhere, so that the number of additions upon confession of 
faith is far from indicating the number of conversions. And 
there are still those in the congregation who we doubt not have 
accepted Christ as their savior, but who have not yet united with 
the church. I have baptized 95 children and 11 adults, in all 106 
persons. The number of funerals at which I have officiated is 58; 
and of marriages I have, officiated in 34. 

In my septennial discourse, at the end of seven years of my 
pastorate, I stated that in those years but five children and youth 
up to the age of eighteen In all the church and congregation had 
died — a record that could not probably be found in another con- 
gregation of the same size in all the world. But alas! such a 
record we cannot repeat to-day. To that short list, in these last 
three years and a half, we must add the death of fourteen of our 
little ones, a number far too large for our own hearts, but still 
below the average mortality. 

In the material prosperity of the church during these years we 
all have reason for gratitude. There has been no debt. It has 
had none, I believe, from the beginning of its history. The 
needed revenue has been easily met by the pew rentals, without 
any special subscription for that purpose. -Your pastor's salary 
has been promptly paid quarterly in advance. Two and a half 
years ago it was Increased by $500. The pew rentals are now 
easily greater by a thousand dollars a year than they were ten 
years ago. Two years ago, at a cost of $5000, we added thirty 
pews to this audience room by an enlargement that enhanced the 
beauty and symmetry of the building, both without and within, 
and greatly promoted its conveniences. At the time it was the 
general opinion that half of these added pews would not be needed 
for renting, and that they could be kept as free seats. It was pro- 
posed that a dozen pews should be set aside for that purpose. But 
it was found impracticable to do this, and the seats in the enlarged 
church have been rented up as closely as they usually were in the 
old audience room. Quite as many applicants for seats this year 
have failed to be satisfactorily accommodated as was usual before 
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the enlargement. Another addition of thirty pews would make 
none too many for the best usefulness of this church. If there 
were a score of free pews, it would be an encouragement 
especially to young- men to attend church. Our lady visiters as 
well as myself have found the want of available seats a difficulty 
in the way of securing the regular attendance of new families. 

A year and a half ago the Trustees, out of the revenues of the 
church, supplied the pews of the church and the lecture room 
with new hymn books at a cost of about $350. 

During these ten and a half years there have been collections 
taken in the church for missionary and benevolent purposes to the 
amount of not far from $7000. This does not include what has 
been given In the Sabbath -school, nor through the Ladies' 
Benevolent Society, nor by the members in the Mission Chil- 
dren's Society and in the Young Men's Christian Association. 

There is, brethren, a widening field of usefulness before you as 
a church. An increasing responsibility is devolving on you. New 
work is opening out before you. The changes that are going on 
in this island world, the new issues that are gathering here, the 
problems of Christian civilization that are still to be worked out, 
the new elements of population that are so rapidly increasing 
among you, all call you to a high and true consecration to the 
work of Christ. An important future is before you as a church, 
and a widening influence should go out from you. May God ever 
help you to discern aright and clearly your responsibilities', and 
may He provide for you a pastor who shall be strong to lead you 
in every good work. 

I need not weight you with parting counsel. My ministry has 
been to you what it has been, and can not be amended or added 
to in this closing hour. But as I have sought to do in the past, so 
now in my final words I would, in a sentence or two, as including 
all else that I might say, encourage you as brethren beloved to 
cultivate a true spirituality. Keep the pure name of love to 
Christ burning on the altar of the heart, and let the sweet incense 
of devotion cease not to go up to God. Live after the Spirit. 
Walk in the Spirit Abound in the fruits of the Spirit — love, 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. Keep from being worldly minded. 
Be single-hearted for Christ. Be pure in your life and in your 
souL Be a pure church. Things that are doubtful, let alone. Let 
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